
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc.   ) Docket No.  ER12-455-000 
 

ANSWER OF SOUTHWEST POWER POOL, INC. 
 TO INTERVENORS’ COMMENTS 

 
 Pursuant to Rule 213 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 

(“Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.F.R. § 385.213, Southwest Power 

Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) submits this answer to intervenors’ comments filed1 in this 

proceeding.2  

I. INTRODUCTION 

 On November 21, 2011, SPP submitted tariff revisions to clarify transmission 

services under the SPP Open Access Transmission Tariff (“Tariff”)  across the Lamar Tie 

Line (“Lamar Tie”) between Southwestern Public Service Company (“SPS”) and Public 

Service Company of Colorado (“PSCo”), subsidiaries of Xcel Energy Services, Inc. 

(“XES”).3  

                                                 
1  SPP answers the comments filed by The Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska 

(“MEAN”), Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“Golden Spread”) and 
XES. 

2  SPP seeks leave to answer the protest filed in this case, to assist the Commission’s 
decision-making process and clarify the issues.  The Commission regularly allows 
answers for such purpose See, e.g., Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 131 FERC ¶ 61,252, at 
P 19 (2010) (accepting answer that “provided information that assisted our 
decision-making process.”); Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 113 FERC ¶ 61,014, at P 7 
(2005) (same); Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 112 FERC ¶ 61,319, at P 56 (2005) (same).   

3  Submission of Tariff Revisions for Rate Discounts and Grandfathering of Service 
over the Lamar Tie between Southwestern Public Service Company and Public 
Service Company of Colorado, Docket No. ER12-455-000 (November 21, 2011) 
(“November 21 Filing”). 
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On December 9, 2011, Golden Spread and MEAN filed separate comments in 

general support of SPP’s proposed tariff revisions.4 With its comments, MEAN also 

requested the Commission to require SPP to file a correction to a typographical error in 

the stated duration of MEAN’s existing SPS network service arrangement from 2010 to 

2020 in Attachment W of the November 21 Filing.5 

On December 12, 2011, XES filed comments in support of SPP’s proposed tariff 

changes, support for an effective date of January 17, 2012, and suggested corrections to 

the proposed provisions of Attachment W.6 The suggested corrections are to revise the 

tariff filing’s identification of the grandfathered service over the Lamar Tie. Specifically, 

XES asks that Line No. 733 should be revised to correct an error in the identification of 

the OASIS number. The proper OASIS number for this agreement is 1256070.7  XES 

also suggests that Line 734 should be revised to correct an error to the termination date of 

the MEAN Network Integration Transmission Service Agreement (“NITSA”). XES 

suggested the correct termination date of the NITSA is June 1, 2020.8 

                                                 
4  See Motion to Intervene and Comments of Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, 

Inc., Docket No. ER12-435-000, et al., at 8 (December 9, 2011) (“Golden Spread 
has no objection to the proposed amendments to the…SPP OATT”); Motion to 
Intervene, Comments, and Motion to Consolidate of the Municipal Energy 
Agency of Nebraska, Docket No. ER12-436, et al., at 7 (December 9, 
2011)(“MEAN supports these changes and asks that they be conditionally 
accepted by the Commission…”). 

5  Motion of the Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska at 5.  

6  See Motion for Leave to Intervene and Comments of Xcel Energy Services Inc., 
Docket No. ER12-455-000 at 1 (December 12, 2011) (“XES supports SPP’s filing 
and requests that the Commission accept the proposed tariff changes for filing”). 

7  Id. at Attachment 1. 

8  Id. 
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II. ANSWER 

 For its answer, SPP stipulates that the corrections as explained in the intervenors’ 

comments are appropriate and agrees that the Commission should conditionally accept 

SPP’s tariff revisions subject to a compliance filing. 

 As XES pointed out in Footnote 24 of their filing, an administrative oversight 

resulted in the errors to Attachment W.9  These errors do not change the substantive terms 

of the tariff revisions, but only clarify the identification of the grandfathered agreements 

in Lines 733 and 734 in Attachment W. SPP agrees that an administrative oversight 

resulted in the inadvertent filing of incorrect identification information.  

In the original filing, Attachment W lists the PSCo reservation as OASIS number 

1089913, which is incorrect. The correct OASIS number is 1256070. Additionally, 

Attachment W lists the term of the MEAN NITSA as effective through June 1, 2010 with 

rollover provisions thereafter. The correct termination date of the MEAN NITSA is June 

1, 2020 with rollover provisions thereafter.  

SPP also wishes to clarify comments made by Golden Spread. In its comment, 

Golden Spread stated: 

Included among the changes are amendments to the list of grandfathered 
agreements or transactions within the SPP OATT at Attachment W, a 
companion discount to SPP Schedule 9 rates for certain NITS transactions 
originating with DNRs in SPS (under the SPP OATT) but sinking in the 
“upstream” PSCo system, and revisions to Attachment T to the Xcel 
Energy OATT to complete the discounting methodology in each of the 
SPS and PSCo zones to eliminate rate pancaking, described in conjunction 

                                                 
9  See Motion of Xcel Energy Services Inc. at 10 (“there is also an incorrect 

reference in the proposed Attachment W language to the MEAN grandfathered 
service, which should be similarly corrected in a compliance filing. Xcel Energy 
regrets any inconvenience to SPP and the Commission caused by these 
administrative errors”). 
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with the changes to the Xcel Energy OATT, described above (emphasis 
added).”10 
 

SPP would clarify that SPP did not file changes to the Xcel Energy OATT. In its 

filing, SPP seeks revisions to Attachment T of SPP’s Tariff. Attachment T contains Point 

to Point rates for application under the SPP Tariff based on the cost and rates of SPP 

Transmission Owners, including XES. A more correct statement would be that SPP’s 

filing contains revisions to Attachment T of SPP’s Tariff, which reflects XES’ rates to 

complete the discounting methodology in each of the SPS and PSCo zones. The intent of 

SPP’s Attachment T Tariff revision is to eliminate rate pancaking in conjunction with 

XES’ proposed changes to the Xcel Energy OATT11, as described above.  

FERC’s conditional acceptance of the Tariff revisions and order of compliance 

filing is appropriate in this case. The requested changes are supported by the parties to 

this preceding, would not result in a change to any party’s substantive rights or 

obligations, and would result in the reflection of accurate information in the Tariff; 

therefore, these requested changes are just and reasonable and should be approved by the 

Commission. 

 

                                                 
10   Motion of Golden Spread at 6. 

11  See the Commission’s Docket Nos. ER12-435-000 and ER12-436-000. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

 As discussed in this answer, SPP agrees with the intervenors’ comments that the 

revised language should be included in the Tariff revisions. For the reasons stated in the 

November 21 Filing and in this answer, SPP requests that the Commission conditionally 

accept the Tariff revisions effective January 17, 2012, and order SPP to file a compliance 

filing to correct the typographical errors contained in the original filing.  

            
      Respectfully submitted, 
      /s/ Matthew Harward 

Matthew Harward 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
415 North McKinley, #140 Plaza West 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
Telephone: (501) 614-3560 
mharward@spp.org 

       
Attorney for 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that I have this day caused the foregoing document to be served 

upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this 

proceeding.  

Dated on this 22nd day of December, 2011.  
 
 
 

 
/s/ Matthew Harward   
Matthew Harward 
 
Attorney for 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

  


